2003 CF World Record - Wingloading and Equipment Guidelines

(Minimizing the risk.)

After the completion of 5 consecutive 50-ways and 1 unofficial 56-way world record at the 2002 US CF Record Event, there should be no argument that using a methodical approach to engineering and a set wingloading is beneficial to the health and completion of large canopy formations.

We all take and accept a certain level of risk associated with building large canopy formations.  As the formation grows larger so does the risk of having a major entanglement.  If we have a 64-way canopy formation fold in on itself we will more than likely have major or even life threatening injuries.  We must and will do everything we can to avoid this scenario.  This year and hereafter we will begin to implement a standard wingloading and standard equipment for large canopy formations to help minimize this risk. We will focus on more ways to improve the flight characteristics of these canopy formations in order to build larger formations and to try an improve the health of the formation for obvious safety reasons.  So as you read over what will be required to participate in this event and you start to question why we are being so methodical in our requirements.  Ask yourself this very important question.  Would you want to be part of a 64-way canopy formation that folds in on itself?

Items that we will be requiring of all the world record attendees: 

Wing Loading

This year we will be using a wingloading of 1.300 – 1.375 lbs/sq ft.  Wing loading is calculated by dividing your total exit weight by the size of your canopy. The following chart gives the appropriate exit weights for the given canopy sizes.  If you fall between the shown weights of 2 different canopies then it will be necessary to wear some weight to get you in the range of the next size up canopy.

Canopy
Min

Max

Size

(Lbs)

(Lbs)

113

147

155

126

164

173

143

186

196

160

208

220

176

229

242

193

251

265

218

283

299

Line Sets

Performance Designs has spent many hours working with us do determine what line sets work better for building large canopy formations.  We are also currently testing ways in which we can speed up the formation in order to maintain its health and avoid cupping.

Following are the requirements for line sets:

We will be using PD’s Sequential line set trim! 

Line lengths for the given sizes are listed in the chart below.

Canopy
Line

Size

Length (feet)

113

8

126

8 1/2

143

9

160

9 1/2

176

10

193

10 1/2

218

11

Sliders

In an effort to keep the formation as quiet as possible we will be requiring mesh or X sliders for this event.  No collapsible or removable type slider will be allowed, as this would require a jumper to be doing something other than flying his/her canopy after opening.

Jumpsuits

In an effort to keep the formation flying as fast as possible jumpsuits will be required.  The specifications for jumpsuits will be as follows:

1) No grippers or RW booties
2) Nylon front

3) Spandex on sides and back to keep the front pulled tight

4) Spandex arms

5) Reinforced knees and seat

We have worn this type for 8-way speed practice for over 2 years with no serious line burns, however, those wanting to minimize the risk of line burns even more should consider wearing a thin cotton top and bottom under the jumpsuit.  If you have a current jumpsuit that can be altered to meet these specifications then you may use that.

These suits are normally priced at $205.00.  However, we have made a deal with Bev Suits for special prices for the participants of the World Record CF Event.  In order to take advantage of this offer you must put “Canopy World Record Suit” on the order form and choose one of the 5 standard colors.  This will get the suit setup with the specs from above and get you the quoted price(s) below.

World Record Standard Colored Suit
$135.00

(Solid Colors available: Black, White, Royal Blue, Navy Blue, or Red)

Custom Colored Suit


$185.00

Ordering info can be obtained by contacting or by downloading and faxing in an order form:

Bev Suits
2746 Bleiler Hill Road
New Tripoli, PA 18066
Phone: 610-285-6994
Fax: 610-285-6994

www.bevsuit.com
In closing I would like to stress that we are doing everything we can to keep the formation flying fast as this will help keep the formation healthy as possible.  We will continue to try and minimize our risk while building large canopy formations as we work to go larger than ever thought possible.

Best Regards,

Chris J. Gay
